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Shintaro Ishihara and Rugby Football : Afterimage of His “Crystalized Father”
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Abstract

Shintaro Ishihara is widely known as an award-winning novelist and conservative statesman
who served as a minister and the Governor of Tokyo. Assessments or evaluations on his achievement as a
politician vary, but this study focuses only on his career as a novelist so as to clarify his miraculous
contribution to Japan’s rugby football through his literature works, namely “Seinen no Ki”” (1959) and
“Seishun towa Nanda” (1965). This study’s hypothesis is that these two novels, including the movies and
TV dramas based on them, conveyed the charms of rugby football to the Japanese people for the first time
in the style of storytelling. It is also argued that these novels were not only ground-breaking for the 1960s
but have an even more profound effect on Japanese society today, in the sense that they have contributed
to the promotion of sports in this country. This study further examines why Ishihara focused on rugby in

his two works, although he himself played soccer when he was a student.
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